NATURAL HAZARDS AND NATURAL DISASTERS
1. Fill in the blanks:

	Type of hazard
	Definition
	Examples

	Atmospheric
	………………………………………….……………………….

……………………………………………………………….….

…………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………..
	………………………..

………………………..

………………………..

………………………..

	Hydrological
	…………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………..
	………………………..

………………………..

………………………..

………………………..

	Geological
	…………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………..
	………………………..

………………………..

………………………..

………………………..

	Biological
	……………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………..
	………………………..

………………………..

………………………..

………………………..

	Technological
	………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………….
………………………………………………………………….
	………………………..

………………………..

………………………..

………………………..

	Human
	…………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………..
	………………………..

………………………..

………………………..

………………………..


2. What are the factors which determine how vulnerable a community is to natural hazards?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. If people know that they live in an area that is prone to natural hazards, what can they do to lessen the effects of the hazard?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4. Imagine you lived in Cairns. What natural hazards would you need to prepare for? How would you prepare for them?

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

NATURAL DISASTERS - BUSHFIRES
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Australia has a large number bushfires. These are caused either by lightning or by humans. A small fire, if not quickly detected and put out, can get out of control and a disaster may occur. In drier seasons the danger is much higher, and all too quickly bushfires can spread to threaten human life, homes, crops, livestock, forests and wildlife.

Bushfires are one of the most destructive forces of nature. Professional and volunteer fire-fighters, risk their lives each year to control and eventually extinguish them.
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Thankfully, few bushfires earn the title of 'disaster' but in Tasmania, South Australia, Victoria, and New South Wales, repeated disastrous bushfires have occurred, in which many people have lost their lives, or their homes and property. Bushfires in Australia occur as either 'grass fires' or 'forest fires'.

Types of Bushfires

[image: image3.wmf]Surface bushfires: (e.g. Grass fires) These occur mainly on grazing or farming land and although they often destroy fences, livestock and some buildings, they rarely result in loss of human life.

Draw a picture of the type of land that would be affected by surface fires

Crown bushfires: (e.g. Forest fires)  Under adverse weather conditions, fires in Australian eucalyptus forests cannot be stopped and often destroy homes which border these areas. Huge amounts of flammable eucalyptus vapour, transpired from leaves, create fireballs which often engulf the forest upper storey ahead of the main fire front.

Draw a picture of the type of land that would be affected by forest fires

Clouds of dense smoke can mask the fire front from both ground and aerial observation. 


South eastern Australia has the greatest wildfire hazard in the world. Bushfires are driven south by strong, hot, northerly winds. 

Accurate weather information is vital for firefighting teams. Bushfires burn until stopped by nature which may be many weeks after ignition.

Fill in the blanks:

· the two types of bushfires are …………………… and ………………………….

· Bushfires are caused by either ……………………… or humans.
· Bushfires are one of the most …………………….. forces of nature
· ……………………………. means from above.
Draw and label a number of ways that fires can start in nature.

Draw and label a number of ways that humans could start a fire (either accidentally or on purpose).
