HOW DOES WATER FLOW THROUGH CATCHMENTS?

What is a catchment?

A catchment, sometimes called a drainage basin, is the source area for runoff flowing to a particular point. The soils, geology, water and vegetation within a catchment are all interrelated; actions in one part of the catchment can affect other parts of the catchment. There is very little human activity that does not effect on the catchment in some way. Catchments form convenient management units. The State is made up of a series of catchments, and each river or lake catchment can be further divided into smaller sub-catchments. 

[image: image1.png]Georges River Catchment

BELLTOWN

- QWaTERFALL

| Major weirs, storages
_ Major storages
L Uncontrolled streams
- Waterways affected by urban development
Estuaries
National Parks, Nature Reserves & State Forests
Mainly forested areas
Military reserve
Woronora River catchment (HRC to set objectives)

0 5 10 15 Kilometres

Prepared by NSW EPA's Remote Sensing /GIS Servce




Where is the Georges River Catchment located?

The Georges River catchment covers approximately 960 square kilometres and about 800,000 people live in the catchment. The Georges River rises south of Appin near Campbelltown and flows downstream for 96 kilometres to enter Botany Bay at Sans Souci. A substantial part of the catchment is bushland contained in Heathcote National Park, the Holsworthy Army Base and on private and Crown land.

The upper catchment includes the upper reaches of the Woronora River and Dam and the Upper Georges River, O'Hares Creek and Prospect Reservoir. The lower catchment includes the urban areas of Campbelltown, Liverpool, Bankstown, Sutherland, Kogarah, Kurnell, Botany and areas around Botany Bay.
