Deindustrialisation

Sydney’s Inner West is still experiencing deindustrialization as industrial land users continue to move
further west. Zoning for high density residential developments has exacerbated the increase in land values
of industrial properties in Inner West suburbs. As a result some of the last remnants of the suburbs’ blue
collar, industrial working class history are being redeveloped. Old waterfront industrial sites such as
Rozelle Bay and White Bay have already been rezoned as part of the Bays Precinct urban renewal initiative.
Recent rezoning for high density residential housing in suburbs such as Marrickville and Dulwich Hill will
see a decline in small industries in coming years.

Right from top: Industrial sites in Marrickville,
the redeveloped Flour Mill at Summer Hill and
the café culture in Marrickville.

Fieldwork:

Visit Marrickville, and take photographs that show
evidence of change occurring. Examine the main
street, Marrickville rd. Conduct an environmental
survey on the main street.

Conduct a landuse survey of Marrickville. Use an
outline map of the suburb, and shade in different
colours to represent different landuses (yellow —
low density residential, brown — high density
residential, red — commercial, grey - industrial,
blue — public facilities/institutions, green —
recreation). Compare your landuse survey to the
proposed plans for Marrickville and describe the
landuse changes that will take place.

Lesson Idea: Deindustrialisation

Choose one suburb that will be changed by the
Planned Precinct. Create a digital map that shows
the existing density of the suburb, and another
map which shows the proposed density of the
suburb. Use Google Maps to help you create your
map.

Use flowcharts and mind maps to visually represent
the changes that are occurring in Sydney’s Inner
West. You may choose to group your ideas around
specific suburbs or developments.




