ASHOKA CUT AND PASTE ACTIVITY

Examine the boxes below with facts about Asoka and his impact on Buddhism. Cut the boxes out and divide them into categories that could form the basis of a paragraph. Paste them into your book under appropriate headings. Headings could include “preservation of sacred texts”, “Asoka as a role model”, the Third Buddhist Council”, etc....


The ethical code of Buddhism was disseminated throughout the region





Asoka’s beliefs and his ability to spread his beliefs resulted in peace in the region during his reign.





Asoka incorporated his Buddhist beliefs into the way that he ruled India





Demonstrated that it is possible to transform your life no matter what your history.





Preservation of religious heritage for future generations.





Extra funding allowed some minority groups within Buddhism to flourish





Buddhism became a religion for commoners, not just the elite





Clear separation of Buddhism from its Hindu past – e.g. Language, types of rituals, etc.





Increase in numbers of people practicing Buddhism in Cambodia, Sri Lanka, Nepal and China, among others





Animal sacrifices banned





Many more vegetarian Hindus





Buddhist monks became role models in the community





Buddhist monks became more strict





Provides a focus for worship – many Buddhists can congregate in the one area to perform rituals





Allows for rigorous academic analysis of Buddhist texts





Allowed for the education of the younger generation





Incorporation of cultural practices into Buddhism





Regional differences in rituals and practices resulted from the spread of Buddhism to countries outside of India





Rituals that have been preserved in texts can be practiced accurately





Increase in Sangha due to funding of housing through monasteries.





Unification of the Sangha





Decreed that anyone trying to create schism in the religion would be expelled





Encouraged Buddhist pilgrimage by erected monuments at the sacred sites he visited.





Excellent ruler – just, fair and compassionate





Initial reduction of the Sangha due to expulsion of members.





Created memorials of the Buddha





Created permanent structures so that the tradition of Buddhism could be passed down





Wrote about Dharma – morality, social concern, tolerance, ecological awareness, ethics, renunciation of war.





Provided a focus for the religion – people could visit sacred sites where parts of the Buddha’s body were located.





Discouraged improper behaviour





Promotion of religious tolerance








