THE WATER CYCLE
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The water cycle involves the …………………………. of water between the three states of liquid, ice or gas. The water cycle is driven by the radiant ………………………….  of the sun and has no beginning or end, but is a continuous, ongoing process. There are several processes that are important in this cycle. Precipitation is ………………………….  falling from clouds to the ground. It can take various forms: rain, snow, hail or dew. When precipitation hits the ground it can slowly ………………………….  into the ground and become groundwater. This is known as infiltration. Not all water however will soak into the ground. Water which flows over the top of the ground is known as ………………………….  . Run-off is increased the more ………………………….  the surface. Most water will eventually make it’s way to some form of water ………………………….  such as a river, lake or ocean. Evaporation is when the sun’s heat changes water in it’s ………………………….  form into water vapour (gas). This gas then rises into the ………………………….   . Moisture can also be evaporated from ………………………….  . This is known as evapo-transpiration. As the water ………………………….  rises it slowly cools. When the water reaches the saturation point it changes back into a liquid, and raindrops form around ………………………….  particles in the atmosphere. 

Use the words in the word bank to fill in the following:

Precipitation, Groundwater, Run-off, Condensation, Evaporation, Infiltration

Term 


Definition

…………………….

The process of water changing from a liquid to a gas

…………………….

The transfer of moisture from a vapour to a liquid

…………………….
The loss of water vapour from the internal spaces of a plant through pores located mainly on the under-surfaces of leaves

…………………….
Water which has infiltrated into soil and is under the surface of the earth

…………………….

The absorption of water into soil

…………………….

Takes the form of rain, snow or hail

…………………….
Water that moves over the surface of the land and into streams rather than being absorbed into the soil.

